I remember the story my friend Jerry told me once about this guy that he met on the street...in passing, Jerry said hi and the guy responded 'they're bastards, they're all bastards'....

-
Trudy Gall

I reckon being ill as one of the great pleasures of life, provided one is not too ill and is not obliged to work till one is better.

-
Samuel Butler

"The Law, in its majestic equality, forbids the rich, as well as the poor, to sleep under the bridges, to beg in the streets, and to steal bread."

-
Anatole France (The Red Lily)

AIR, n. 

A nutritious substance supplied by a bountiful Providence for the fattening of the poor. 

-  Ambrose Bierce, “The Devil’s Dictionary”
“Those who dance are considered insane by those who can’t hear the music.”

- George Carlin (Braindroppings)

Sedgwick, John "Uncle John," General (1813-1864) "They couldn't hit an elephant at this dist--." General John Sedgwick was a corps commander in the Army of the Potomac during the Civil War. At the battle of the Wilderness, while inspecting his troops, he approached a parapet and peered out over the surrounding countryside. His officers and men urged him to take cover from small arms fire, but Sedgwick scoffed at their concerns, "What! What men! This will never do, dodging from single bullets!" As the general spoke his last words, he was shot in the head by a Confederate sharpshooter.

Oderint dum metuant (Let them hate so long as they fear)

Lucius Accius - Roman tragic poet (170 BC) 

”It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The game begins 

in the spring, when everything else begins again, and it blossoms in the 

summer, filling the afternoon and evenings, and then as soon as the chill 

rains come, it stops and leaves you to face the fall alone. You count on 

it, you rely on it to buffer the passage of time, to keep the memory of 

sunshine and high skies alive, and then, just when the days are all 

twilight, when you need it most, it stops.”

—A. Bartlett Giamatti, Commissioner of Baseball

"Hun!" he called out as he entered the living room. (She had always assumed his little nickname for her was an abbreviated form of 'honey'. It wasn't.) 








- From Happiness by Will Ferguson

Norwegian Fairy Tale

The hero came to a crossroads where there are 3 signs: "He who travels down this road will return unharmed"; "He who travels this path may or may not return"; and, "He who travels here will never return". Of course, he chose the third.(Simms)

Tho' much is taken, much abides; and tho'

We are not now that strength which in old days

Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we are,--

One equal temper of heroic hearts,

Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.

-
from “Ulysses” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson

“Let’s go back to the teepee and eat, my son. 

My new Snake wife cooks dog very well. 

She also has a very soft skin. 

The only trouble with Snake women is, they copulate with horses, 

Which makes them strange to me. 

She says she doesn’t; that’s why I call her “Doesn’t Like Horses”. 

But of course, she’s lying.

- Chief Dan George as Old Lodge Skins in “Little Big Man”

Spinoza noted, "If a triangle could speak, it would say . . . that God is eminently triangular."

“There is a race of men – all federal and state and bank employees, and most dentists – who are born to retire. They aspire to retirement from the moment they are born. Youth, sex, work, are only the necessary intermediary states: the subject progresses from larva to pupa to nymph until, at last, the miracle of metamorphosis is complete and gives the world the retired butterfly. Golf clubs, funny shoes, and designer sunglasses for the dentist, campers and gas-fired barbecue sets for the employees at the low end of the pay scale!”

-
Louis Begley, “About Schmidt”

“Do you know who I am?”

“No, sir. But I shall make inquiries and inform you directly.” 

At one point the tutor of the future Edward the VIIIth reports slow progress due to the fact that "the abnormally dormant condition of his brain renders it impossible for him to concentrate on matters for more than a few moments". 

- From 'Edward The Caresser' by Stanley Weintraub

“John Quincy Adams is well but the house in which he lives at the present time is becoming dilapidated. It’s tottering on its foundations. Time and the seasons have nearly destroyed it. Its roof is pretty well worn out. Its walls are much shattered and tremble with every wind. I think John Quincy Adams will have to move out of it soon. But he himself is quite well, quite well.”

· John Quincy Adams

“It's easy to preserve your integrity in opposition, and tempting to hoard it by remaining in opposition under any circumstance. Scarier and indeed riskier is engaging your integrity by investing hope in flawed [people] operating in an imperfect world. The cheap pleasures of cynicism are always in plentiful supply. Abandoning them is like going on a diet or giving up smoking. Hope, in other words, is the thing that takes work.”









Michael Kinsey









TIME, April 19, 1993

“Heroes take journeys, confront dragons, and discover the treasure of their true selves. Although they may feel very alone during the quest, at its end their reward is a sense of community: with themselves, with other people, and with the earth. Every time we confront death-in-life we confront a dragon, and every time we choose life over nonlife and move deeper into the ongoing discovery of who we are, we vanquish the dragon; we bring new life to ourselves and to our culture. We change the world. The need to take the journey is innate in the species. If we do not risk, if we play prescribed social roles instead of taking our journeys, we feel numb; we experience a sense of alienation, a void, an emptiness inside. People who are discouraged from slaying dragons internalize the urge and slay themselves by declaring war on their fat, their selfishness, or some other attribute they think does not please. Or they become ill and have to struggle to get well. In shying away from the quest, we experience nonlife and, accordingly, we call forth less life in the culture.”

- from The Hero Within by Carol S. Pearson

On Risk; Comfort Zones: “To fight a bull when you’re not scared is nothing,” says a well-known bull fighter. “And not to fight a bull when you are scared is nothing. But to fight a bull when you are scared - that is something.”

“We can never really comprehend the limitlessness of our influence in the world. To understand this is to understand infinity.”

· Lao Tse (b. 604 B.C.)

“Our experience quite literally is defined by our assumptions about life. We make stories about the world and to a large degree live out their plots. What our lives are like depends to a great extent on the script we consciously, or more likely, unconsciously, have adopted.”

-
from The Hero Within by Carol S. Pearson

“I have always wanted to be somebody. I guess I should have been more specific.”

- Lilly Tomlin (as the bag lady)

“Men love war because it allows them to look serious. Because they imagine it is the one thing that stops women laughing at them.”

- John Fowles, The Magus

“Despite what seems to have been periodic bad judgment in pledging his affections in writing, Edward tried to keep up appearances. Langtry, for example, learned her time as a royal favorite had passed in an incident that might have come from a novel by Henry James.

Weintraub writes that Langtry made a fatal social error at a charity bazaar, taking a sip from a teacup before handing it to her prince. “[T]he gesture was too presumptuous before [Edward’s wife and daughters] and [His Royal Highness] reacted accordingly. He set the cup down untasted. ‘I should like a clean one, please,’ he said.”

-
From a review of 'Edward The Caresser' by Stanley Weintraub

Caveo ab hominis unus libri

Cavi ab homini unus libri

WOMAN, n. 

        An animal usually living in the vicinity of Man, and having a rudimentary susceptibility to domestication.  It is credited by many of the elder zoologists with a certain vestigial docility acquired in a former state of seclusion, but naturalists of the postsusananthony period, having no knowledge of the seclusion, deny the virtue and declare that such as creation's dawn beheld, it roareth now.  The species is the most widely distributed of all beasts of prey, infesting all habitable parts of the globe, from Greenland's spicy mountains to India's moral strand.  The popular name (wolfman) is incorrect, for the creature is of the cat kind.  The woman is lithe and graceful in its movement, especially the American variety (felis pugnans), is omnivorous and can be taught not to talk.

- Ambrose Bierce, The Devil's Dictionary

"Savour your days and nights. Taste the gift of life. Love its mystery. Use the bronze of memory to preserve the moments of magic. Nurture your sense of wonder. Why? Because one morning you'll wake up and realize that whole decades have flickered past like last night's heat lightning all along the southern horizon. Because, in everyone's life, time moves slowly for a while, like a snowball on a mountainside, but then it tumbles faster and faster and, in a speeding avalanche, thunders to its end." 

- Harry Bruce, Each Moment as it Flies 

“The prime objective of fox hunting is not the killing of the fox, but the observance of good form during the pursuit and at the kill. The objective of polar explorations is to explore properly and not to evade the hazards of the game through the vulgar subterfuge of ‘going native’”.

In his magazine Household Words, Dickens chastised the explorer (John Rae) for believing “Esquimaux savages” on the subject of cannibalism: “The word of a savage is not to be taken for it, firstly because he is a liar; secondly because he is a boaster; thirdly because he talks figuratively. . . . Even the sight of cooked and dissevered human bodies among this or that tattoo’d tribe is not proof. Such appropriate offerings to their barbarous, wide-mouthed, goggle-eyed gods, savages have been often seen and known to make.”

"In the history of the world, no one has ever washed a rented car."

- Harvard's president, Larry Summers

“ . . . such as creation's dawn beheld, it roareth now.”






- Balthasar Pober

“They were on it like a pack of dogs on a three-legged cat.”

-
Jeff Foxworthy

“ . . . the candle of knowledge he had set out with had burned down to a sorry stubb.”

-
Larry McMurtry, “Lonesome Dove”

"Few people who have stayed home and watched an old school pal go on to tailored suits, hip flasks, and long-stemmed beauties on distant boulevards are spiritually elevated by the spectacle of the hero's success."…..Russell Baker

“If you can't say something good about someone, sit right here by me.”

-
Alice Roosevelt Longworth (1884-1980)

“As they say, the truth is like the sun, its benefit is entirely dependent on our distance from it.”

-
from prostitute’s blog: http://belledejour-uk.blogspot.com/

"Of course the people don't want war. But after all, it's the leaders of the country who determine the policy, and it's always a simple matter to drag the people along whether it's a democracy, a fascist dictatorship, or a parliament, or a communist dictatorship. Voice or no voice, the people can always be brought to the bidding of the leaders. That is easy. All you have to do is tell them they are being attacked, and denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism, and exposing the country to greater danger." 

- Herman Goering at the Nuremberg trials 

"Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a nice looking and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming, " WOW! What A Ride! " 

“August commencement to my administration, standing stymied outside a saloon beside a degenerate titlicker.”

—E.B. Farnum  (HBO's "Deadwood")

H. L. Mencken’s epitaph: “If after I depart this vale you ever remember me and have thought to please my ghost, forgive some sinner, and wink your eye at some homely girl.”

Neat but not gaudy, as the Devil said when he painted his arse pink and tied up his tail with pea-green ribbon.

“You want a rabbit? Take a rabbit. You want a deer? Take a rabbit.”

-
old Iraqi saying

Fresco como una lechuga

“The lore has not died out of the world, and you will still find people who believe that soup will cure any hurt or illness and is no bad thing to have for the funeral either.”

- John Steinbeck, East of Eden

“I slouched back down into the saddle of my self and grimly rode against the night.”

- Patrick F. McManus

“… crooked as a line of Russian infantry …”

USA PATRIOT ACT is an acronym for “Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism”. 

"We took space back quickly, expensively, with total panic and close to maximum brutality. Our machine was devastating. And versatile. It could do everything but stop."

- Michael Herr, war correspondent, writing about Vietnam

“If we do meet again, why, we shall smile;

If not, why then, this parting was well made.”

-
William Shakespeare, “Julius Caesar”, Act V Scene I

The church is near, but the road is icy.

The tavern is far, but I will walk carefully.

--Ukranian proverb

In "Monty Python and the Holy Grail", members of a mob eager to burn a witch are asked by the wise Sir Bedevere how they know she's a witch. 

"Well, she turned me into a newt," the villager played by John Cleese says.

"A newt?" Sir Bedevere asks, looking puzzled.

"I got better," he explains.

"Burn her anyway!" another villager shouts.

“That’s not a lie; it’s a terminological inexactitude. Also, a tactical misrepresentation.” 

· General Alexander Haig

“People rarely make use of the freedom they have, for example, freedom of thought; instead they demand freedom of speech as compensation.”

· Soren Kierkegaard, The Journals
"What difference does it make to the dead, the orphans and the homeless, whether the mad destruction is wrought under the name of totalitarianism or the holy name of liberty or democracy?"

· M. Gandhi

“You see, you learn something when you listen to old people. They ain't fools, see. You don't get to be old by being no fool, see. A lot of young wise men are deader than a motherfucker, ain't they?”

· Richard Prior as “Mudbone”

"Editorial writers are the people who come down from the hills after the battle to shoot the wounded." ~ Murray Kempton

“What the fuck does he think I’m supposed to do? Go down to EI? Hi there! Yeah, I haul shopping carts out of ponds and sell them back to the store for a living, I’ve been doing it for eighteen years, so give me a fucking cheque please. That’s not going to fucking happen. I haven’t been paying into UI . . . EI . . . whatever the fuck they call it these days.”

· Bubbles

I can’t fucking help it. Soon as I get a few drinks in me I get my guitar out and I start making silly songs up about people. I don’t mean anything by them, but last Christmas Eve, for instance, I was at the Eastern Passage Legion and doing this song I do called “Liquor and Whores”. I put Don’s wife Sandra’s name into it, just joking around. Holy fuck can she ever punch. She fucking gave me one, I went down, Donnie come over and cracked me a couple of times, I was too drunk to fight back. I didn’t mean anything by it. But if Ricky wants me to get drunk I guess I have no choice. Might as well get on ‘er.

· Bubbles

Liquor and Whores

Likker and whores,  Likker and whores,

Sigrits and dope and mustard and bologna and likker and whores. 

I was down, drinking at the legion, 

i saw a girl, she was nice, she was pretty and pleasin. 

She said hey boy, we should do some marrying, 

i said sure but before we do there’s something that you should know

I like Likker and whores,  Likker and whores,

Sigrits and dope and mustard and bologna and likker and whores

An end-of-tour report by a colonel assigned to the Coalition Provisional Authority memorably summarized his office’s work as “pasting feathers together, hoping for a duck.”

“Sometimes when you’re deep in Indian country, the only speeds available are full throttle and fuck it.”

- James Lee Burke, Crusader’s Cross

“I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.”

· John XVI:12

Real Rickyisms:

“Because my name is Galiano, automatically they throw the towel at me.”

· Alfonso Galiano

“That amount is just a kick in the bucket.”

- David Kertin, CKOM radio

“Not all police should be tarnished with the same brush.”

- Police spokesperson, Regina police

“… other countries have to come to the fold.”

· Peter McKay, commenting on Canada’s request for increased participation in the combat role from other countries
“We’re getting painted with the dirty end of the brush.”
· Ed Vader, father of Travis Vader, a person of interest in the disappearance of the McCanns, an elderly Alberta couple.

The first rule of using negatives is that negating a frame activates the frame. If you tell someone not to think of an elephant, he’ll think of an elephant. When Richard Nixon said, “I am not a crook” during Watergate, the nation thought of him as a crook.
 - George Lakoff, professor of linguistics, University of California, Berkeley
“We are all atheists about most of the gods that humanity has ever believed in. Some of us just go one god further.” Richard Darwkins

Galloped into the lists . . .

“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.”

· Hebrews 12:1

No harm befalls the righteous, But the wicked are filled with trouble.

· Proverbs 12:21

An excellent wife is the crown of her husband, But she who shames him is like rottenness in his bones.

- Proverbs 12:4

I used to work in Chicago

In a convenience store

I used to work in Chicago

I did but I don’t any more

A lady walked in with some porcelain skin

I asked her what she came in for

“Liquor” she said and licker I did 

And I don’t work there any more.

Mr. E. Blackadder: "Our campaign will be fought on the basis of issues, not personalities!"
Interviewer: "And why is that?"
Mr. E. Blackadder: "Because our candidate doesn't have a personality."

Dulce bellum inexpertis: war is sweet to the inexperienced.

ave at·que va·le 
Pronunciation: 'ä-"wA-"ät-kwe-'wä-"lA

: hail and farewell

"The things that will destroy us are: politics without principle; pleasure without conscience; wealth without work; knowledge without character; business without morality; science without humanity; and worship without sacrifice." 


--Mahatma Gandhi

"Rum, sodomy and the lash"
The only traditions of the Royal Navy are rum, sodomy and the lash. - -- Churchill's assistant, Anthony Montague-Browne said that although Churchill had not uttered these words, he wished he had.
"You have sat here too long for any good you have been doing. Depart, I say, and let us have done with you. In the name of God, go!" 

--Oliver Cromwell, breaking up England's "Rump Parliament," 1653.

“It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.”





-“The Little Prince” by Antoine de Saint-Exupery

“At one time, I believed as the Aztecs did, that the universe was created by two gods, Quetzalcoatl and Tezcatlipoca who attacked and ripped apart Hungry Woman to create the universe. Then I believed, as the Moriori do, that the universe was created when Papa and her husband Rangi hugged and bore children, and were subsequently separated by their son Tane who let light shine between them. However, my views have been swayed by the substantial evidence that the earth and universe was actually created relatively recently by the Flying Spaghetti Monster (FSM). I am firmly convinced that the evidence supporting this depiction of the origins of life, the universe, and everything has many of the trappings of science, and I therefore support the inclusion of FSM creation evidence in the Kansas science curriculum and standards.“
– Sebastian Wren, Ph.D

“Common sense is what tells you the world is flat.”
· anonymous

"Each one of you is perfect the way you are and you can use a little improvement."

· Shunryu Suzuki
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

"I've wondered why it took us so long to catch on. We saw it and yet we didn't see it. Or rather we were trained not to see it. Conned, perhaps, into thinking that the real action was metropolitan and all this was just boring hinterland. It was a puzzling thing. The truth knocks on the door and you say, "Go away, I'm looking for the truth,'' and so it goes away. Puzzling."

- Robert M. Pirsig

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
"Imagine that you are five years older. Imagine that, over the course of those five years, you got a tattoo. What would it say? Would you be embarrassed by it? Then why did you get it in the first place, for crying out loud? I don't see why you'd waste good money getting something you wouldn't want to show people. You're just a rotten spendthrift! Get your life together, already! Wow, that was cathartic. Okay, now imagine that you're ten years older."
- Francis Heaney
some little fables to help you in your life
"You fight your superficiality, your shallowness, so as to try to come at people without unreal expectations, without an overload of bias or hope or arrogance, as untanklike as you can be, sans cannon and machine guns and steel plating half a foot thick; you come at them unmenacingly on your own ten toes instead of tearing up the turf with your caterpillar treads, take them on with an open mind, as equals, man to man, as we used to say, and yet you never fail to get them wrong. You might as well have the brain of a tank. You get them wrong before you meet them, while you're anticipating meeting them; you get them wrong while you're with them; and then you go home to tell somebody else about the meeting and you get them all wrong again. Since the same generally goes for them with you, the whole thing is really a dazzling illusion empty of all perception, an astonishing farce of misperception. And yet what are we to do about this terribly significant business of other people, which gets bled of the significance we think it has and takes on instead a significance that is ludicrous, so ill-equipped are we all to envision one another's interior workings and invisible aims? Is everyone to go off and lock the door and sit secluded like the lonely writers do, in a soundproof cell, summoning people out of words and then proposing that these word people are closer to the real thing than the real people that we mangle with our ignorance every day? The fact remains that getting people right is not what living is all about anyway. It's getting them wrong that is living, getting them wrong and wrong and wrong and then, on careful reconsideration, getting them wrong again. That's how we know we're alive: we're wrong. Maybe the best thing would be to forget being right or wrong about people and just go along for the ride. But if you can do that - well, lucky you."

· Philip Roth

He who laughs

lasts.
The Two Secrets of Life:

1. Never tell everything you know

2.

"There is a theory which states that if ever anyone discovers exactly what the Universe is for and why it is here, it will instantly disappear and be replaced by something even more bizarre and inexplicable.

There is another theory which states that this has already happened."

· Douglas Adams
Picasso is riding on a train and someone sits down next to him.

Recognizing who he is, the person asks,

"Why don't you paint people the way they really are?"

Picasso asks, "What do you mean by the way they really are?"

The man eagerly pulls out his wallet and shows Picasso a picture of his wife

and says, "This is my wife."

Picasso responds, "She looks rather small and flat, don't you think?"

· Bonnie Myotai Treace Sensei
"I like to say that the essence of the Buddha's teaching can be found in two sayings: If possible, you should help others. If that is not possible, at least you should do no harm."

· the Dalai Lama

Eighty-three problems
"There is a story of a man who came to see the Buddha because he had heard that the Buddha was a great teacher. He had some problems in his life, and he thought the Buddha might be able to help him straighten them out.

The Buddha listened patiently to the man as he laid out all his difficulties and worries, and then waited for the Buddha to say the words that would put everything right for him.

The Buddha said, "I can't help you."

"What do you mean?" said the man.

"Everybody's got problems," said the Buddha. "In fact, we've all got eighty-three problems, each one of us. Eighty-three problems, and there's nothing you can do about it. If you work really hard on one of them, maybe you can fix it - but if you do, another one will pop right into its place."

The man was furious. "I thought you were a great teacher! I thought you could help me!"

The Buddha said, "Well, maybe it will help you with the eighty-fourth problem."

"The eighty-fourth problem?" said the man. "What's the eighty-fourth problem?"

The Buddha said, "You want to not have any problems."
- Steve Hagen
Buddhism Plain and Simple
"We are here on earth to do good for others.

What the others are here for, I don't know."

· W. H. Auden

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​

"The trouble with most of us is that we know too much that ain't so."

- Mark Twain

"I see nobody on the road," said Alice.
"I only wish I had such eyes," the King remarked in a fretful tone.
"To see Nobody! And at that distance too!"
- Lewis Carroll
<°))))><
“We've heard that a million monkeys at a million keyboards could produce the Complete Works of Shakespeare; now, thanks to the Internet, we know this is not true."

· Robert Wilensky

Think of someone in your life whose behavior you’d love to change. Now think of changes you could make in yourself to accept them as they are.
"You have registered for the human race. You have donned a flesh-and-blood T-shirt, the matching garb that makes the incredibly diverse range of all of you look so very similar. You choose thus for the sheer excitement and challenge of the endeavor itself and for what you have to gain, which is as yet unknowable and vast. YOU - exhausted, worried, terrified, resentful and rageful though you may be - would not have missed this for the world."

· Penumbral Domains, an unseen Guide
"Listen to the mustnt's child,

listen to the dont's,

the shouldnt's, the impossibles,

listen to the wont's.

Listen to the never haves,

then listen close to me . . .

Anything can happen child,

anything can be."

· Shel Silverstein

"Someone once asked Aldous Huxley as he was dying if he could say what he had learned in all of his experience with many spiritual teachers and gurus and much of his own spiritual life, and he said, "It's embarrassing to tell you this, but it seems to come down mostly to just learning to be kinder."

· Jack Kornfield
"Most people think life sucks, and then you die. Not me. I beg to differ. I think life sucks, then you get cancer, then your dog dies, your wife leaves you, the cancer goes into remission, you get a new dog, you get remarried, you owe ten million dollars in medical bills but you work hard for thirty five years and you pay it back and then - one day - you have a massive stroke, your whole right side is paralyzed, you have to limp along the streets and speak out of the left side of your mouth and drool but you go into rehabilitation and regain the power to walk and the power to talk and then - one day - you step off a curb at Sixty-seventh Street, and BANG you get hit by a city bus and then you die. Maybe."

· Denis Leary

"A physicist visits a colleague and notices a horseshoe hanging on the wall above the entrance.

"Do you really believe that a horseshoe brings luck?" he asks.

"No", replies the colleague, "but I've been told that it works even if you don't believe in it."

· Niels Bohr

"If you can sit quietly after difficult news, if in financial downturns you remain perfectly calm, if you can see your neighbors travel to fantastic places without a twinge of jealousy, if you can happily eat whatever is put on your plate and fall asleep after a day of running around without a drink or a pill, if you can always find contentment just where you are, you are probably a dog."

· Jack Kornfield
"If you never want to see the face of hell, when you come home from work every night, dance with your kitchen towel, and if you’re worried about waking up your family, take off your shoes."

- Rabbi Nachman of Bratzlav

Jack Kornfield’s After the Ecstasy, the Laundry

“If the person you are talking to doesn't appear to be listening, be patient. It may simply be that he has a small piece of fluff in his ear.” 

Winnie and Piglet

"When you are in love - you know this, all of you - you are not yourself. You have no self. The world is a grid of shining correspondences. And the correspondences sing like angels. You cannot defile them with your intentions. You cannot undo that order that is suddenly revealed to you. All you can do is become part of it and move in hallowed light.

Your friends make jokes about your absentmindedness. Your parents tell you you're deluded. All the people around ask you to come back to the person they know. But you are dead to them. The world has no meaning to you. Everything you once cherished is irrelevant, and you are far above it. The only truth you know is the truth around you. And you know, more than that, that whatever you love, you cannot fail to love. You can no more be argued out of your devotion than a compass can be told not to find the north, the tides instructed not to follow their moon." 

- Pico Iyer 

Abandon
“If you want to make a song more hummy, add a few tiddely poms.” 

 Winnie the Pooh quote

      “"Well," said Pooh, "what I like best -- " and then he had to stop and think. Because although Eating Honey was a very good thing to do, there was a moment just before you began to eat it which was better than when you were, but he didn't know what it was called.” 

 Winnie the Pooh quote

It is more fun to talk with someone who doesn't use long, difficult words but rather short, easy words like "What about lunch?"

Winnie the Pooh

Pooh's Little Instruction Book
“The people have spoken, the bastards.” 

-Dick Tuck, upon losing his election to the California state senate, November 1964
Homer: I'm normally not a praying man, but if you're up there, please save me Superman.

Oh Lisa! You and your stories! Bart is a vampire! Beer kills brain-cells! Now lets go back to that...building...thingy... where our beds and TV...is.

Alright Brain, you don't like me, and I don't like you. But let’s just do this, and I can get back to killing you with beer.”
“As long as war is regarded as wicked, it will always have its fascination. When it is looked upon as vulgar, it will cease to be popular.”
- Oscar Wilde
“That is no country for old men.”

· W.B. Yeats, Sailing to Byzantium, I
From ghoulies and ghosties,

Long-leggety beasties,

And things that go bump in the night,

Sweet Lord, deliver us.

· author unknown

We are confronted with insurmountable opportunities
· Pogo
"Against the assault of laughter nothing can stand."
· Mark Twain

"Under certain circumstances, profanity provides a relief denied even to prayer."
· Mark Twain

/=S=/
“Sometimes I think it should be a rule of war that you have to see somebody up close and get to know him before you can shoot him.”
· Colonel Potter, M*A*S*H

“It is forbidden to kill; therefore all murderers are punished unless they kill in large numbers and to the sound of trumpets.”

· Voltaire

“Your footsteps are the path, and nothing else;

there is no path, paths are made by walking.

Walking makes the path, and on looking back

We see a trail that never can be walked again.

Traveler, there is no path,

Only a wake in the sea.”

- Antonio Machado

Proverbios y Cantares

"Spend the afternoon. You can't take it with you."

- Annie Dillard

“Change is good. You go first.”
· Dilbert

“If you give a man a fish he will eat for a day. But if you teach a man to fish he will buy an ugly hat. And if you talk about fish to a starving man then you are a consultant.”

· Dilbert

“I'm slowly becoming a convert to the principle that you can't motivate people to do things, you can only demotivate them. The primary job of the manager is not to empower but to remove obstacles.”

· Dilbert

Dogbert: "I've come to the conclusion that what’s inside a person doesn’t count because nobody can see it." 

Dilbert: "I never knew you were such a philosopher." 

Dogbert: "That’s my point!" 

· Dogbert's philosophy on life

“Down, down, down into the darkness of the grave 

Gently they go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind; 

Quietly they go, the intelligent, the witty, the brave. 

I know. But I do not approve. And I am not resigned.”
- Edna St Vincent Millay
"Mountains should be climbed with as little effort as possible and without desire. The reality of your own nature should determine the speed. If you become restless, speed up. If you become winded, slow down. You climb the mountain in an equilibrium between restlessness and exhaustion. Then, when you're no longer thinking ahead, each footstep isn't just a means to an end but a unique event in itself. This leaf has jagged edges. This rock looks loose. From this place the snow is less visible, even though closer. These are things you should notice anyway. To live only for some future goal is shallow. It's the sides of the mountain which sustain life, not the top. Here's where things grow."

- Robert Pirsig

Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance
“The best things in life are unseen. That’s why we close our eyes when we kiss, cry and dream.”

· anonymous

“Wish on everything. Pink cars are good, especially old ones. And stars of course, first stars and shooting stars. Planes will do if they are the first light in the sky and look like stars. Wish in tunnels, holding your breath and lifting your feet off the ground. Birthday candles. Baby teeth.”
· Francesca Lia Block

"Do not meddle in the affairs of Wizards, for they are subtle and quick to anger."
· J.R.R. Tolkien

“How could we lose when we were so sincere?”
· Charlie Brown

“Honest criticism is hard to take, particularly from a relative, a friend, an acquaintance, or a stranger.”
· Franklin P. Jones

“There is no cannibalism in the British Navy, absolutely none, and when I say none, I mean there is a certain amount.”

· Sir John Cunningham, Monte Python’s Flying Circus

“I abhor the implication that the Royal Navy is a haven for cannibalism. It is well known that we now have the problem relatively under control, and that it is the RAF who now suffer the most casualties in this area.”

· Capt. B.J. Smethicke, Monte Python’s Flying Circus

“The thing about saying the wrong words is that A, I don’t notice it and B, sometimes orange water gibbon bucket and plastic.”

· Mr. Burrows, Monte Python’s Flying Circus

"In fact, everything we encounter in this world with our six senses is an inkblot test.

You see what you are thinking and feeling, seldom what you are looking at."

- Shiqin

“Necessity, they say, is mother of invention, but fear, too, is not barren of ingenious suggestions.”
· Joseph Conrad, “The Secret Sharer”

'Governments, like underwear, should be changed regularly -- and for the same reason.'
· unknown

[why men don't ask for directions when they're lost]
Primarily, it's a pride thing: we're out there in our own vehicles, burning gas, got the sunglasses on, looking good. People seeing us going by would have no idea that we have no idea where we are. And we're not really excited about sharing that information. A man does not embrace the concept of going up to total strangers and saying, "You may not know this, but I'm a moron," whereas the woman he's with is only too happy to share that information. I think that helps ease her burden a little. See, to a woman, getting lost on a trip is just a blameless act of nature. But to a man, it's a sign of personal failure. He knew where he was when left; he doesn't know where he is now. Somewhere along the way, he crossed the line between the world he knows and the world he doesn't know. And that's exactly how he felt about when he got married, and when he had kids. So if he admits he's lost in his car, he's gonna have to admit he's lost in those other areas as well. That's way too much to ask. So just sit there, bite your tongue, circle the block a couple of times. Men aren't lost, they just take the long way. 
· Red Green

“When the going gets tough, switch to power tools.”
· Red Green

"This is it. This is my personality, this is my body, this is my life. Just this life is it. It's hard to describe the feeling of accepting this a little more deeply. It's a feeling of settling in a little more, or settling down, or opening up, of ceasing to fight against what is. This is not to say that I don't keep working on my conduct, that I don't intend to keep studying and practicing, but somehow my attitude shifted a little lately. A little away from trying to be someone else, a little more squarely on just being this person. "Just be yourself" our teachers tell us.

Letting go of trying to be someone else is liberation. You don't need to apologize anymore. If you really accept that this is it you don't need to strive anymore, you don't need to fight what is. You make effort out of joy, out of curiosity, out of compassion for beings, out of the sheer pleasure of engagement with the world. And when things don't work out you aren't thrown, you understand that as part of what this is. You don't think, "oh there is trouble so I'm going about things the wrong way" rather you understand trouble as part of what this is. You adjust and react to the feedback of the universe but just as adjusting, just as reacting not as someone who has failed."

- Nomon Tim Burnett

Just Being Yourself dharma talk

The Melancholy Fart

“Yesterday I vented a fart so sad that I almost cried. It was sorrowful, baleful. It murmured in a low baritone, ever deeper, ever forelorn. It was heart breaking. It started powerfully, but then faded, like Robeson going hoarse.

Towards the last gasp, however, it rose meekly an octave, as if asking a plaintive question. A fillip, so to speak. It was as if it had looked into the abyss of despair, and withdrew a step. Optimism? Had its woeful cry reached a nadir, from which it must arise? 

Hard to say. But I felt a little better after that.”
- Velociman
“For my friends, anything. For my enemies, the law.”
- Oscar Benavides

"Day by day we all meet events that seem to be most unfair, and we feel that the only way to handle an attack is to fight back; and the way we fight is with our minds. We arm ourselves with our anger and our opinions, our self-righteousness . . . And we think this is the way to live our life. All that we accomplish is to increase the separation, to escalate the anger, and to make ourselves and everyone else miserable."

- Charlotte Joko Beck

Everyday Zen

“I have opinions of my own - strong opinions - but I don't always agree with them.” 

· George W. Bush

“Border relations between Canada and Mexico have never been better.”

· George W. Bush

“I want to send the signal to our enemy that you have aroused a compassionate and decent and mighty nation, and we're going to hunt you down.”

· George W. Bush

“By day the frolic and the dance by night.”
· Samuel Johnson

“I have never let my schooling interfere with my education.”

· Mark Twain

"I try not to judge myself by the company that I keep."

· Earl Poole-Ball, "Living in a Cheap Motel"
“When enough people share a delusion, it loses its status as a psychosis and gets a religious tax exemption instead.”
· Ronald de Sousa, “Why Think? Evolution and the Rational Mind”

“I see intelligence as just one of a variety of adaptations among tetrapods for survival. Running fast in a herd while being as dumb as shit, I think, is a very good adaptation for survival.”
· Jack Sepkoski, evolutionary paleontologist

We do not live in a democracy, we live under a representative democracy where the majority of MPs win their seats by gaining the greatest minority of votes ensuring that the political party with the greatest minority of elected MPs forms the government.

· Stageleft

The best God joke ever – Emo Phillips
Once I saw this guy on a bridge about to jump. I said, "Don't do it!" He said, "Nobody loves me." I said, "God loves you. Do you believe in God?"

He said, "Yes." I said, "Are you a Christian or a Jew?" He said, "A Christian." I said, "Me, too! Protestant or Catholic?" He said, "Protestant." I said, "Me, too! What franchise?" He said, "Baptist." I said, "Me, too! Northern Baptist or Southern Baptist?" He said, "Northern Baptist." I said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist or Northern Liberal Baptist?"

He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist." I said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region, or Northern Conservative Baptist Eastern Region?" He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region." I said, "Me, too!"

Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1879, or Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912?" He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912." I said, "Die, heretic!" And I pushed him over.

All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing. 

- probable misquote ascribed to Edmund Burke

Irish orator, philosopher, & politician (1729 - 1797)

"To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket - safe, dark, motionless, airless - it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable."

· C.S Lewis
"Democracy is the theory that the common people know what they want and deserve to get it good and hard."
· H.L. Mencken

A woman once came up to William James, after he had delivered a lecture on cosmology, and assured him that the world rested on the back of a giant turtle. "But what does the turtle rest on?" James asked. "Another turtle," she replied. James paused, and the lady anticipated his question: "I know what you're going to ask, Professor James, and it's turtles all the way down."
“The path of the righteous man is beset on all sides with the iniquities of the selfish and the tyranny of evil men. Blessed is he who in the name of charity and good will shepherds the weak through the valley of darkness, for he is truly his brother’s keeper and the finder of lost children. And I will strike down upon those with great vengeance and with furious anger those who attempt to poison and destroy my brothers. And you will know that my name is the Lord when I lay my vengeance upon thee.”

- Samuel L. Jackson as Jules in “Pulp Fiction”

“What kills me is that everybody thinks I like jazz.”

· Samuel L. Jackson

Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.

· Daniel Patrick Moynihan

"Goebbels was in favor of free speech for views he liked. So was Stalin. If you're in favor of free speech, then you're in favor of freedom of speech precisely for views you despise. Otherwise, you're not in favor of free speech." 
· Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent
“Some people make it real hard for you to know how to love them.”

· Raymond Alexander Joseph Hebb

“The very few wealthy and powerful have a seat at the table, and the rest of us are on the menu."
· Joe Biden

“[I could not lose unless I was] caught in bed with a dead girl or a live boy.” 
· Edwin W Edwards, Governor of Louisiana (on 1983 race against David C Treen, recalled on his grand jury indictment for racketeering and fraud, Time 11 Mar 85)
"Screw the Red Book... Don't tell me what's in the Red Book. I wrote the goddamned thing. And I know that it's a lot of crap."

- Paul Martin, criticizing those who dared to mention the Red Book after he readily abandoned the book of popular promises once the Liberals used it to win the 1993 election.

"I never meant to say that the Conservatives are generally stupid. I meant to say that stupid people are generally Conservative. I believe that is so obviously and universally admitted a principle that I hardly think any gentleman will deny it. "

--John Stuart Mill, Letter to the Conservative MP, Sir John Pakington (March 1866)
“Res Ipsa Loquetur” – the thing stands for itself.
Response to (drunk) Labour Foreign Secretary (1966-68) George Brown at diplomatic reception: I shall not dance with you for three reasons. First because you are drunk, second, because this is not a waltz but the Peruvian national anthem and third, because I am not a beautiful lady in red; I am the Cardinal Bishop of Lima.
The phrase "The law is an ass" originates in Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist, when the character Mr. Bumble is informed that "the law supposes that your wife acts under your direction". Mr. Bumble replies "If the law supposes that… the law is a [sic] ass—a idiot. If that’s the eye of the law, the law is a bachelor; and the worst I wish the law is that his eye may be opened by experience—by experience."
“Once you can accept the universe as matter expanding into nothing that is something, wearing stripes with plaid comes easy.”
· Zuma

“You buy good, you got good.”
· Cindy Miazga

“Hello, babies. Welcome to Earth. It’s hot in the summer and cold in the winter. It’s round and wet and crowded. At the outside, babies, you’ve got about a hundred years here. There’s only one rule that I know of, babies — ‘God damn it, you’ve got to be kind.’ ”
-Kurt Vonnegut
"The point of public relations slogans like "Support Our Troops" is that they don't mean anything. That's the whole point of good propaganda. You want to create a slogan that nobody's going to be against, and everybody's going to be for. Nobody knows what it means, because it doesn't mean anything. Its crucial value is that it diverts your attention from a question that does mean something: Do you support our policy? That's the one you're not allowed to talk about." 
· Noam Chomsky
In Praise of Dreams

In my dreams
I paint like Vermeer van Delft.

I speak fluent Greek
and not with just the living.

I drive a car
that does what I want it to.

I am gifted
and write mighty epics.

I hear voices
as clearly as any venerable saint.

My brilliance as a pianist
would stun you.

I fly the way we ought to,
i.e., on my own.

Falling from the roof,
I tumble gently to the grass.

I've got no problem
breathing under water.

I can't complain:
I've been able to locate Atlantis.

It's gratifying that I can always
Wake up before dying.

As soon as war breaks out,
I roll over on my other side.

I'm a child of my age,
but I don't have to be.

A few years ago
I saw two suns.

And the night before last a penguin,
clear as day.

- Wislawa Szymborska, “3 quarks daily”
“The great question that has never been answered and which I have not yet been able to answer, despite my 30 years of research into the feminine soul, is, What does a woman want?”
· Sigmund Freud

“War is a racket. It always has been. It is possibly the oldest, easily the most profitable, surely the most vicious. It is international in scope. It is the only one in which the profits are reckoned in dollars and the losses in lives.”

· General Smedley D. Butler
Quicker than a minnow can swim a dipper.

“Neat but not gaudy,” as the devil said when he painted his arse pink and tied up his tail with pea-green ribbon.
“It’s all over, Mary. Pull your dress down.”

“We are all of us as God made us, and many of us much worse.”

· Henry Fielding

“Yes, alcohol kills brain cells, but it’s very selective. It only kills the brain cells that contain good sense, shame, embarrassment and restraint.”
· P.J. O’Rourke

“Red light stop, green light go, yellow light go very fast.”
· Starman

“. . . it is perfectly possible to be living in a dictatorship and not experience it as such as long as you are either uninvolved in politics or are a genuine supporter of the regime. . . . in a free country, you don't prevent pacifists from getting on airplanes because you're trying to prevent terrorists from flying, and you don't refuse entry into the country to journalists from friendly nations. Neither do you incarcerate people for lengthy periods without trial, let alone torture them. Saddam was a dictator, but many Iraqis went about their daily business without encountering any trouble with him and his government. Millions of Soviet citizens did the same under the USSR, but that wasn't a free country, either. Pretending that nothing is wrong because you don't personally know any of the people who are being abused this way does not provide evidence that the country you live in is, in fact, free.”
· Avedon Carol, Harper’s Magazine

Wake up and piss. The world’s on fire.
"There are a thousand miles - I would say, of mist - between us. That we can hear each other at all is the extraordinary power of language."

· George Oppen
"We're fools whether we dance or not,

So we might as well dance."

- Japanese proverb

"The first principle is that you must not fool yourself - and you are the easiest person to fool."

· Richard Feynman
“In the big lie there is always a certain force of credibility; because the broad masses of a nation are always more easily corrupted in the deeper strata of their emotional nature than consciously or voluntarily; and thus in the primitive simplicity of their minds they more readily fall victims to the big lie than the small lie, since they themselves often tell small lies in little matters but would be ashamed to resort to large-scale falsehoods. It would never come into their heads to fabricate colossal untruths, and they would not believe that others could have the impudence to distort the truth so infamously. Even though the facts which prove this to be so may be brought clearly to their minds, they will still doubt and waver and will continue to think that there may be some other explanation. For the grossly impudent lie always leaves traces behind it, even after it has been nailed down, a fact which is known to all expert liars in this world and to all who conspire together in the art of lying.”

· Adolph Hitler, “Mein Kampf”

“Honest criticism is hard to take, particularly from a relative, a friend, an acquaintance, or a stranger.”

· Franklin P. Jones
From “The Pythonic Verses”

“Our experts describe you as an appallingly dull fellow, unimaginative, timid, lacking in initiative, spineless, easily dominated, no sense of humour, tedious company, and irrepressibly drab and awful; and whereas in most professions, these would be considerable drawbacks, in chartered accountancy, they’re a positive boon!”

· Vocational Guidance Counsellor, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“There is no cannibalism in the British Navy, absolutely none, and when I say none, I mean there is a certain amount.”

· Sir John Cunningham, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“A bull is heavy, violent, abusive, and aggressive, with four legs and great sharp teeth – whereas a bullfighter is only a small, greasy Spaniard.”

· Narrator of “Probe”, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“We have a lot of trouble with these oldies. Pension day’s the worst – they go mad! As soon as they get their hands on their money, they blow it all on milk, bread, tea, a tin of meat for the cat …”

· Policeman, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“It’s easy for us to judge Dinsdale Piranha too harshly. After all, he only did what most of us simply dream of doing. A murderer is only an extroverted suicide.”

· Criminologist, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“Your cat is suffering from what we vets haven’t found a word for yet.”

· Veterinarian, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“The randiest of the gastropods is the limpet. This hot-blooded little beast, with its tent-like shell, is always on the job. Its extramarital activities are something startling. Frankly, I don’t see how the female limpet finds time to adhere to the rock face.”

· Mollusk Documentary Producer, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“I abhor the implication that the Royal Navy is a haven for cannibalism. It is well known that we now have the problem relatively under control, and that it is the RAF who now suffer the most casualties in this area.”

· Capt. B.J. Smethicke, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“The thing about saying the wrong words is that A, I don’t notice it, and B, sometimes orange water gibbon bucket and plastic.”

·  Mr. Burrows, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“I don’t think any of our contestants this evening have succeeded in encapsulating the intricacies of Proust’s masterwork, so I’m going to award the first prize this evening to the girl with the biggest tits.”

· Arthur Me, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“Please excuse my wife. She may not be very beautiful, and she may have no money, and she may be talentless, boring and dull, but on the other hand … Sorry I can’t think of anything.”

· Douglas, Restaurant Patron, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“Sheep are very dim. Once they get an idea into their head, there’s no shifting it!”

· Farmer to city neighbour, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“No you may not give urine instead of blood … We have quite enough of it without volunteers coming in donating it.”

· Doctor, Monty Python’s Flying Circus

“Hello, babies. Welcome to Earth. It’s hot in the summer and cold in the winter. It’s round and wet and crowded. At the outside, babies, you’ve got about a hundred years here. There’s only one rule that I know of, babies — ‘God damn it, you’ve got to be kind.’ ”
· Kurt Vonnegut
“I will be your child to hold

And you be me when I am old

The world grows cold

The heathen rage

The story’s told

Turn the page.”

· Cormac McCarthy, “Cities of the Plain”
“We’re not retreating; we are advancing in another direction.”

- Maj. Gen. Oliver Prince Smith
"It's ugly. It's a win. We'll work on pretty next week."
· Ken Miller

“It’s true I’m getting older, but there are still many good hugs left in me.”

- Ashleigh Brilliant

"A handsome reward is offered to anybody who can prove i'm wrong, but refrains from doing so." 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

"I try to take one day at a time, but sometimes several days attack me at once."
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Satisfaction guaranteed but please don’t be hard to satisfy.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“We guarantee satisfaction, (but we reserve the right to decide whether or not you are satisfied).” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I make rules for myself quite easily, but often have great difficulty in enforcing them.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Reports of my being alive and well have been grossly exaggerated.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I am eagerly awaiting my next disappointment.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“If we all work together, we can totally disrupt the system.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Why is everybody behaving as if there were no reason to panic?” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“If you’re careful enough, nothing bad or good will ever happen to you.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Anybody who tries to get between me and my work has a good chance of succeeding.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Things are gradually falling into place on top of me.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“We ought to be more careful – our love could drag on for years and years.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Please don’t ask me what the score is – I’m not even sure what game we’re playing.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Slowly but surely, I’m getting nowhere.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I don’t need a great deal of love but I do need a steady supply.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Please don’t ask me to keep in step – It’s hard enough just to stay in line.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“If you can’t learn to do it well, learn to enjoy doing it badly.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“There has been an alarming increase in the number of things I know nothing about.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I don’t have any solution, but I certainly admire the problem.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Incredible as it seems, my life is based on a true story.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“It’s possible that my whole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I recently had my problems on the run, but now they’ve re-grouped, and are making another attack.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Thank you for giving me the pleasure of giving pleasure to you!” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“All I ask is a chance to prove that money can’t make me happy.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Cheer Up! Things may be getting worse at a slower rate.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I happened to see you passing through my life, so I thought I’d love you.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Be careful, or I’ll include you in my plans.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Accept me for what I am -- completely unacceptable.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Forgive me now -- tomorrow I may no longer feel guilty.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I'm not getting paid much for staying alive but it's good experience.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I think I’ll just sit here and wait till life gets easier.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I'm writing to tell you I have nothing to say.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Isn't it a nice coincidence that you and I are both alive at the same time!” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“All I want is a little more than I’ll ever get.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Single-handedly, I have fought my way into this hopeless mess.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first, and, whatever you hit, call it the target.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Please don't tell me to relax - it's only my tension that's holding me together.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I always know the right thing to say, after the right time to say it has passed.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“If God had approved of the metric system, he'd have given us ten fingers.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Please remain calm - it's no use both of us being hysterical at the same time.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I want it clearly understood that I’m totally confused.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“No man is an island, but some of us are long peninsulas.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“What I like most about myself is that I’m so understanding when I do something wrong.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“By doing just a little every day, I can gradually let the task completely overwhelm me.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Communication with the dead is only a little more difficult than communication with some of the living.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Our meetings are held to discuss many problems which would never arise if we held fewer meetings.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“My life is a performance for which I was never given any chance to rehearse.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Inside every older person there's a younger person wondering what happened.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Sometimes the best way to be useful is to get out of somebody's way.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Life is the only game in which the object of the game is to learn the rules.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Words are a wonderful form of communication, but they will never replace kisses and punches.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“My life is already complicated enough, without trying to introduce organization into it.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“To be sure of winning, invent your own game, and never tell any other player the rules.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I too have known joy and sadness, and, on the whole, I prefer joy.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Most of my problems either have no answer, or else the answer is worse than the problem.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“If you postpone a pleasure long enough, it may melt, spoil, die, evaporate, or move away.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Watch out! It's quite possible that some of my best mistakes haven't yet been made.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“My struggle to remain healthy is gradually killing me.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Keep smiling! (but not so much that people begin to wonder if you are mentally unbalanced).”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Sometimes I make a mental note, but then forget where I put it.”
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Never resist a mad impulse to do something nice for me.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Correct me if I’m wrong, at your own risk.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Doing it wrong fast is at least better than doing it wrong slowly.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“It's human to make mistakes and some of us are more human than others” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“Please don't lie to me, unless you're absolutely sure I'll never find out the truth.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“I'm not yet desperate enough to do anything about the conditions that are making me desperate” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“How can I be sure I've succeeded, if I can't remember what I was trying to do” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“It's good to know that if I behave strangely enough, society will take full responsibility for me.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

“It's not easy taking my problems one at a time when they refuse to get in line.” 
- Ashleigh Brilliant

"There is nothing - absolutely nothing - half so much worth doing as simply messing about in boats."

- "The Wind In The Willows" by Kenneth Grahame
Casey Stengel Quotes

“Been in this game one-hundred years, but I see new ways to lose 'em I never knew existed before.”
“Being with a woman all night never hurt no professional baseball player. It's staying up all night looking for a woman that does him in.”

“Don't cut my throat, I may want to do that later myself.”
“I don't know if he throws a spitball but he sure spits on the ball.”

“I was not successful as a ball player, as it was a game of skill.”

“If we're going to win the pennant, we've got to start thinking we're not as good as we think we are.”

“It's wonderful to meet so many friends that I didn't used to like.”

“Most games are lost, not won.”

“Never make predictions, especially about the future.”

“Now there's three things you can do in a baseball game: You can win or you can lose or it can rain.”

“The key to being a good manager is keeping the people who hate me away from those who are still undecided.”

“There comes a time in every man's life, and I've had plenty of them.”

“When you are younger you get blamed for crimes you never committed and when you're older you begin to get credit for virtues you never possessed. It evens itself out.”

“You gotta learn that if you don't get it by midnight, chances are you ain't gonna get it, and if you do, it ain't worth it.”

"For the great majority of mankind are satisfied with appearances, as though they were realities, and are more often influenced by things that seem than by things that are."


- Niccolo Machiavelli
“It's such a fine line between stupid, and clever.”
· Spinal Tap

"Well - the arse is out of 'er now"
· Newfoundland expression

"Whatever way you put it, I am here only because my world is here. When I took my first breath, my world was born with me. When I die, my world dies with me. In other words, I wasn't born into a world that was already here before me, nor do I live simply as one individual among millions of other individuals, nor do I leave everything behind to live on after me. People live thinking of themselves as members of a group or society. However, this isn't really true. Actually, I bring my own world into existence, live it out, and take it with me when I die."

- Kosho Uchiyama

Opening the Hand of Thought

"I have come to the frightening conclusion that I am the decisive element. It is my personal approach that creates the climate. It is my daily mood that makes the weather. I possess tremendous power to make life miserable or joyous. I can be a tool of torture or an instrument of inspiration, I can humiliate or humor, hurt or heal. In all situations, it is my response that decides whether a crisis is escalated or de-escalated, and a person is humanized or de-humanized."

- Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe

Twi Chi

“My suggestion is you have somebody next to you that is willing at any time to transform the moment. That is called dog.”
· Cesar Millan

The future is here. It's just not widely distributed yet."

· William Gibson, author of "Neuromancer"
“Every normal man must be tempted at times to spit up on his hands, hoist the black flag, and begin slitting throats.”

· H.L. Mencken

“When you start taking flak, you know you are over the target.”

· old Air Force phrase

"Trust everyone. But cut the cards."

Brett Maverick
(h/t pogge)

"A life without sausages! That's terrible! Sausages are like oxygen. Sausages are a many-splendored thing. Sausages lift us up where we belong. All you need are sausages."

· from “Moulin Rouge” (h/t Heather Ebbs)

"Men are afraid of being laughed at, women are afraid of being killed."

- Margaret Atwood

"Everyone who believes in telekinesis, raise my hand"
· Kurt Vonnegut
“The mind is not a passive machine. Once you believe in something—once you expect something—it changes the way you perceive information and the way your memory recalls it.”

· Itiel Dror, cognitive psychologist

“It's a league game, Smokey.”
- Walter Sobchak, “The Big Lebowski”

For those of you who disagree with me, may you come in the fullness of time to see the error of your ways and the rightness of my thinking.

“Sometimes the things that may or may not be true are the things a man needs to believe in the most. That people are basically good; that honor, courage, and virtue mean everything; that power and money, money and power mean nothing; that good always triumphs over evil; and I want you to remember this, that love... true love never dies. You remember that, boy. You remember that. Doesn't matter if it's true or not. You see, a man should believe in those things, because those are the things worth believing in.”

· Robert Duvall as Hub in “Secondhand Lions”

“I like your Christ. I do not like your Christians. They are so unlike your Christ.”

· Ghandi

“The truth is what matters,” he said. “They practiced every form of torture on my son and on many others as well. What was the result? What facts did they find? They found nothing. They learned nothing. They accomplished nothing.”
· General Al-Zahrani, on the reported suicide of his son at Guantanemo prison

"Outside of a dog, a book is man's best friend. Inside of a dog, it's too dark to read" 
--Groucho Marx
“You can't kill your way to victory."
· Maj. Mark Popov, Canadian Armed Forces, Afghanistan

"Those who can make you believe absurdities can make you commit atrocities."

· Voltaire
"Ninety-nine percent of the world's lovers are not with their first choice. That's what makes the jukebox play."

- Willie Nelson
Political language is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder respectable, and to give the appearance of solidity to pure wind.
· George Orwell

“Try the direct approach.
What’s that?

Well, like this friend of mine. Went up to this girl and said I sure would like to have a little pussy.

No shit? What’d she say?
She said I would too. Mine’s as big as your hat.”

· Cormac McCarthy, “Suttree”

"Going up or coming down, it's only rock and roll."

- Dave Robicheaux
Never meddle in the affairs of dragons, for thou art crunchy and go well with ketchup.
“It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his salary depends upon his not understanding it.”
· Upton Sinclair

“Who’s ‘im, Bill? / A Stranger! / ‘Eave ‘arf a brick at ‘im.”
· Punch, British humour magazine, Feb. 25, 1854

“You mean now?”

· Yogi Berra, after being asked what time it was.

Many a mickle maks a muckle.
"Democracy cannot be maintained without its foundation: free public opinion and free discussion throughout the nation of all matters affecting the state within the limits set by the criminal code and the common law."

· The Supreme Court of Canada, 1938

"Man has no right to kill his brother. That he chooses to do so in uniform merely adds the infamy of servitude to the crime of murder."

· Percy Shelley

“What war does, even if it starts with an injustice, is multiply the injustice. If it starts on the basis of violence, it multiplies the violence. If it starts on the basis of defending yourself against brutality, then you end up becoming a brute.”

· Howard Zinn

;^)

"Next to sex, the strongest human instinct seems to be to form groups and hate other groups. I have long suspected that the bulk of humanity has more glands than neurons. It never changes. I need a drink."


- Fred Reed
"Somewhere, and I can't find where, I read about an Eskimo hunter who asked the local missionary priest, "If I did not know about God and sin, would I go to hell?" "No," said the priest, "not if you did not know." "Then why," asked the Eskimo earnestly, "did you tell me?"

· Annie Dillard
"I'm not a consensus leader... I do not determine what is right and wrong by looking at the budget of my organization or by taking a Gallup poll of the majority opinion. Ultimately a genuine leader is not a searcher for consensus but a molder of consensus. On some positions a coward has asked the question is it safe? Expediency asks the question, is it politic? Vanity asks the question, is it popular? But conscience asks the question is it right? And there come a time when one must take a position that is neither safe nor politic nor popular but he must take it because conscience tells him it is right, and that is where I find myself today."

- Martin Luther King, in speaking about his opposition to the Vietnam War

http://pnhp.org/blog/2010/01/19/martin-luther-king-jr-a-proper-sense-of-priorities/
“Men, it has been well said, think in herds; it will be seen that they go mad in herds, while they only recover their senses slowly, one by one.”
· Charles Mackay

"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter."
· Martin Luther King Jr.

“The Harper government’s policies are moving our country backwards toward a vision of society, the role of government, and the nature of the federation reminiscent of the 1920’s.”

· Bruce Campbell, Executive Director, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, preface to “The Harper Record”

“To those who have much, more shall be given; to those who have not, less is only plenty.”
· old adage

"You should know that our leaders are big belly people, and they care about themselves more than anyone else."

· OSMAN SHENWARI, a village mayor in Afghanistan.

“One of the striking differences between a cat and a lie is that a cat has only nine lives."

· Mark Twain

“True patriotism means to love your country always but love your Government only conditionally.”
· Mark Twain, 1835 – 1910

Maintain thy altitude, lest the earth arise and smite thee.
“Traveling through hyperspace ain't like dusting crops, boy.”
· Han Solo

“As God is my witness, I thought turkeys could fly.”
· Arthur Carlson

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jPNwwSNYVeE
“The reason angels can fly is because they take themselves lightly.”

- G. K. Chesterton

44Praised be to His Noodly Appendages!! (PBTHNA) Ramen
“Anyway, no drug, not even alcohol, causes the fundamental ills of society. If we're looking for the source of our troubles, we shouldn't test people for drugs, we should test them for stupidity, ignorance, greed and love of power.”
· P.J. O’Rourke

“Giving money and power to government is like giving whiskey and car keys to teenage boys.”

· P. J. O'Rourke

Not fair? Of course it’s not fair. Name me one thing that is.
"If you want to build a ship, don't drum up people together to gather wood, divide the work and give orders. Instead teach them to long for the vast and endless sea."

· Antoine de Saint-Exupery

"Men have to make love to feel loved.

Women have to feel loved to make love. " 

· Billy Connelly
"Marriage is a wonderful invention; but, then again, so is a bicycle repair kit." 
· Billy Connelly
There’s no such thing as bad weather, only inappropriate clothing.
"He's a politician. It's like being a hooker. You can't be one unless you can pretend to like people while you're fucking them."
· Shit My Dad Says

“What soap is to the body, laughter is to the soul.” 

· Yiddish Proverb
“Inter armas silent leges” (in time of war, the laws fall silent)
· Cicero

“One of the problematic questions about nonviolence is the inevitable involvement of hidden aggressions and provocations. I think this is especially true when there are… elements that are not spiritually developed… There is the danger one observes subtly in tight groups like families and monastic communities, where the martyr for the right sometimes thrives on making his persecutors terribly and visibly wrong. He can drive them in desperation to be wrong, to seek refuge in the wrong, to seek refuge in violence… In our acceptance of vulnerability, we play [on the guilt of the opponent]. There is no finer torment. This is one of the enormous problems of our time… all this guilt and nothing to do about it except finally to explode and blow it all out in hatreds, race hatreds, political hatreds, war hatreds. We, the righteous, are dangerous people in such a situation… We have got to be aware of the awful sharpness of truth when it is used as a weapon, and since it can be the deadliest weapon, we must take care that we don’t kill more than falsehood with it.”

[The Hidden Ground of Love: The Letters of Thomas Merton on Religious Experience and Social Concerns, Farrar Straus & Giroux, New York; pp. 262-4]
The 49th parallel was nicknamed the Medicine Line because of its seemingly magical ability to prevent U.S. soldiers from crossing it.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/49th_parallel_north
Democracy: Four wolves and a lamb voting on lunch.
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years contemn.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning

We will remember them.”
· Laurence Binyon, “For The Fallen”

“I knew my days were numbered when o'er the trenches lumbered

More modern machinations de la guerre

No match for rapid fire or the steel birds of the sky

With a final rear guard action I retreat

No match for barbered wire or the armoured engines whine

Reluctant I retire and take my leave”

· Corb Lund, “Horse Soldier”

“Facts and evidence seem not to be important to the government when it comes to criminal justice. Nor, apparently, is cost. The following examination of the legislation and of past experience shows that the Conservative approach to crime will cost billions and will probably produce less rather than more public safety. There will be a burgeoning of inmate populations, the building of new jails, and an American-style “throw away the key” attitude”.

Paula Mallea, B.A., M.A., Ll.B, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
http://www.policyalternatives.ca/sites/default/files/uploads/publications/National%20Office/2010/11/Tough%20on%20Crime.pdf
“You can't be a real country unless you have a beer and an airline. It helps if you have some kind of a football team, or some nuclear weapons, but at the very least you need a beer.”

· Frank Zappa
“What happens if a big asteroid hits Earth? Judging from realistic simulations involving a sledge hammer and a common laboratory frog, we can assume it will be pretty bad.”

· Dave Barry (h/t Candice!)
A Zen master had hundreds of disciples. They all prayed at the right time, except one, who was always drunk.

The master was growing old. Some of the more virtuous pupils began to wonder who would be the new leader of the group, the one who would receive the important secrets of the Tradition.

On the eve of his death, however, the master called the drunkard disciple and revealed the hidden secrets to him.

A veritable revolt broke out among the others.

“How shameful!” they cried in the streets, “We have sacrificed ourselves for the wrong master, one who can’t see our qualities.”

Hearing the commotion outside, the dying master remarked:

“I had to pass on these secrets to a man that I knew well. All my pupils are very virtuous, and showed only their qualities. That is dangerous, for virtue often serves to hide vanity, pride and intolerance. That is why I chose the only disciple whom I know really well, since I can see his defect: drunkenness.”
· Paulo Coelho’s blog

http://paulocoelhoblog.com/
“Be true to your work, your word, and your friend.”
· Paulo Coelho

(h/t Wendy)

"It is almost impossible to carry the torch of truth through a crowd without singeing somebody's beard."

· George Christopher Lichtenberg, scientist and philosopher (1742-1799)
"The most important gift we received from him was not words, but deeds. He believed in Truth, and had dared to speak up. We all knew that he upset certain powerful people with it. But that was John. He couldn’t have been any other way. If he were here now, I think he would still be shouting the truth. Without the truth, there would be no way to achieve world peace."

· Yoko Ono
“… love’s power to shrink

the wide world to the size of a bedchamber …”
· Billy Collins, http://www.poetryfoundation.org/archive/poem.html?id=240504
Take time to fill your lamp.
“Riding the (Ducati) Streetfighter is like partying with Keith Richards. Common sense tells you that nothing good can come of it and at some point there will be discomfort, periods of intrigue mixed with revulsion and probable interaction with paramedics and law enforcement.”
· Steve Bond, reviewer, “The Star”

“La unica razon por la que las personas se pierden en sus pensamientos es porque se trata de un territorio poco familiar.”  (The only reason people get lost in thought is because it is unfamiliar territory.)
“In a Democracy, the people get the government they deserve.” 

· Alexis de Tocqueville
In the immortal words of George Castanza: "There was shrinkage"
· The Galloping Beaver

"colder than a gut-shot bitch wolf dog with nine sucking pups pulling a number-four trap up a hill in the dead of winter in the middle of a snowstorm with a mouth full of porcupine quills"

· Tom Waits

RUMCYMHMD

“Are You On Medication Cause You Must Have Missed A Dose’


“Europe is on fire?
Bugger, that’s where I keep all my stuff.”

· DidiHylobates, commenting on Glenn Beck’s Youtube video ( http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7I0GfLh4SGU )in which he describes countries in Europe and Africa as being in flames.

"You think you will never forget any of this, you will remember it always just the way it was. But you can't remember it the way it was. To know it, you have to be living in the presence of it right as it is happening. It can return only by surprise. Speaking of these things tells you that there are no words for them that are equal to them or that can restore them to your mind. And so you have a life that you are living only now, now and now and now, gone before you can speak of it, and you must be thankful for living day by day, moment by moment, in this presence.

But you have a life too that you remember. It stays with you. You have lived a life in the breath and pulse and living light of the present, and your memories of it, remember now, are of a different life in a different world and time. When you remember the past, you are not remembering it as it was. You are remembering it as it is. It is a vision or a dream, present with you in the present, alive with you in the only time you are alive."

· Wendell Berry
We're always attracted to the edges of what we are, out by the edges where it's a little raw and nervy.

E. L. Doctorow

We want them to have self-worth

So we destroy their self-worth

We want them to be responsible

So we take away all responsibility

We want them to be positive and constructive

So we degrade them and make them useless

We want them to be trustworthy

So we put them where there is no trust

We want them to be non-violent
So we put them where violence is all around them

We want them to be kind and loving people

So we subject them to hatred and cruelty

We want them to quit being the tough guy

So we put them where the tough guy is respected

We want them quit hanging around losers

So we put all the losers in the state under one roof

We want them to quit exploiting us

So we put them where they exploit each other

We want them to take control of their lives, own problems and quit being a parasite on society

So we make them totally dependent on us
· Judge Dennis Challeen (ret.)
LMK = Let Me Know
MTFBWY = May The Force Be With You

AYEC = At Your Earliest Convenience

“True terror is to wake up one morning and discover that your high school class is running the country.”

· Kurt Vonnegut

"...Tut, I have done a thousand dreadful things

As willingly as one would kill a fly,

And nothing grieves me heartily indeed

But that I cannot do ten thousand more."

...Aaron - Titus Andronicus

· ACT V, SCENE I.
To A Friend Whose Work Has Come To Nothing

Now all the truth is out,

Be secret and take defeat from any brazen throat,

For how can you compete,

Being honor bred, with one

Who, were it proved he lies,

Were neither shamed in his own

Nor in his neighbors' eyes?

Bred to a harder thing

Than triumph, turn away

And like a laughing string

Where on mad fingers play

Amid a place of stone,

Be secret and exult,

Because of all things known,

That is most difficult.

- W.B. Yeats

__________________________
FIGJAM = “Fuck I’m Good Just Ask Me”

“I always thought the point of evidence was that if you didn’t have enough, you’re not allowed to keep them in prison. It’s one of the many differences we have in this country between prisons and zoos. You don’t really need anything on an aardvark.” 
· Jon Stewart
“The Force is strong with this one.”
· Darth Vader, “Star Wars: Episode IV – A New Hope (1977)”

"Don't bother me with facts, son. I've already made up my mind."
· Foghorn Leghorn
“You can’t have a light without a dark to stick it in.”
· Arlo Guthrie

The tyranny of a prince in an oligarchy is not so dangerous to the public welfare as the apathy of a citizen in a democracy.
· Charles de Montesquieu (1689-1755)
​​​​​​​​​

“The United States remains among the world's leading executioners, along with China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Yemen and North Korea.”
· Amy Goodman, “U.S. death penalty system is broken beyond repair”, March 30, 2011

http://rabble.ca/columnists/2011/03/us-death-penalty-system-broken-beyond-repair
“Nothing in his life

Became him like the leaving it”.
· Macbeth Act 1, scene 4
“I don’t know where bin Laden is. I have no idea and really don’t care. It’s not that important. It’s not our priority.” – George W. Bush, 3/13/02
KMAG YOYO = Kiss My Ass Guys, You’re On Your Own
FIGJAM = Fuck I’m Good, Just Ask Me

"All governments, without exception, lie all the time, on every subject. They lie constantly, impenitently, and unashamedly. Nothing that any government ever says, at any time, can be assumed to be true. The sooner you recognize this fact, the easier and more pleasant your life will become."
I.F. Stone, Brandeis University (h/t Ted)

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.
~Bishop Desmond Tutu
The Japanese had a reputation for producing incredibly tight fits in their bodywork, with no unsightly gaps around hood, trunk and doors. To test the car's air tightness, Toyota engineers would leave a cat in the car overnight.

"If the cat was active and chipper next day, there was obviously too much air entering the car somewhere. But if the cat was limp, listless or near dead, this indicated a tightly built car. Hearing of this test, a GM assembly plant also placed a feline in a just assembled car, shut all the vents and doors and awaited the morning. But when the engineers came back to check the next day the cat was gone!"
· Bob (a.k.a. “Maximum Bob”) Lutz, former CEO of GM

"Courage is what it takes to stand up and speak, Courage is also what it takes to sit down and listen."
· Sir Winston Churchill, a conference in Washington DC
"Never forget that everything Hitler did in Germany was legal." 
· Martin Luther King
"In any field, especially the arts, there are always two things--'genius' 

and 'very clever.' There's no in-between. You're either a genius or very clever. 

I'm going to throw out two names at you. John Lennon--genius, right? And Mick Jagger? 

Very clever. See what I'm saying? I'll give you another example. Einstein--genius. 

And George Thorogood--very clever."
· George Thorogood

''You're not to be so blind with patriotism that you can't face reality. Wrong is wrong, no matter who does it or says it.''
· Malcolm X
''Common sense is in spite of, not as the result of education.''

· Victor Hugo (h/t Marisa Currey)
“Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every rocket fired, signifies, in the final sense, a theft from those who hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and not clothed... The world in arms is not spending money alone. It is spending the sweat of its laborers, the genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children."

· President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1953
“Bogart’s a hell of a nice guy until around 11.30 p.m. After that, he thinks he’s Bogart.”
· LA restaurant owner, on Humphrey Bogart
“There's a scene in the World War II novel when some officer or other reproves the novel's anti-hero, Capt. Yossarian, for trying to escape another of the ever-escalating number of dangerous bombing missions he's ordered to fly.
"Suppose everybody on our side felt that way," the officer demands, echoing Kant's imperative—that one should decide how to act by envisioning the consequences if everyone else acted that way. It's a maxim much beloved by parents. Mine, anyway.

So, if everybody else acted that way? "Then I'd certainly be a damned fool to feel any other way," Yossarian says.”

· Ron Rosenbaum, “Seeing Catch-22 Twice”
“Undocumented immigrants are not, contrary to myth, people who show up to take advantage of social assistance. The risk and expense of migration are too great to make idleness an ambition.”
· Doug Saunders, on migration
"Everyone is a genius. But if you judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing that it is stupid." 
· Einstein (h/t Fraser Milne)
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgment that something else is more important than fear.”

· James Hollingsworth
“Another world is not only possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing.”
· Arundhati Roy
"For once you have tasted flight, you will walk the Earth with your eyes turned skywards."
· Leonardo da Vinci
"A kiss is a lovely trick designed by nature to stop speech when words become superfluous." 

· Ingrid Bergman
There is a story about a Russian Jewish mother seeing her son off to serve in the czar's army against the Turks.

"Don't overexert yourself," she says. "Kill a Turk and take a rest. Kill another Turk and rest again."

"But mother," he said. "What if the Turk kills me?"

"Kill you?" she exclaimed, "Why? What have you done to him?"

"Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to help me make the big choices in life. Because almost everything -- all external expectations, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure - these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving only what is truly important. Remembering that you are going to die is the best way I know to avoid the trap of thinking you have something to lose. You are already naked. There is no reason not to follow your heart. ... Stay hungry. Stay foolish."
· Steve Jobs, Stanford University commencement address, June 2005

“If you work hard, and become successful, it does not necessarily mean you are successful because you worked hard, just as if you are tall with long hair it doesn’t mean you would be a midget if you were bald.”

- Lemony Snicket (http://occupywriters.com/by-lemony-snicket)
“The soul would have no rainbow if the eyes had no tears.”
· Native Spirits Tribal Community

“May the stars carry your sadness away,

May the flowers fill your heart with beauty,

May hope forever wipe away your tears,

And, above all, may silence make you strong.”
· Chief Dan George
“She's marrying you for the exact opposite reason you're marrying her: she thinks you'll change. She thinks you'll change, for the BETTER. Things don't get better as they get older. Look at your truck. Look at your roof. Look in the MIRROR!”
· Red Green: [advice on why not to re-marry]
It is winter. When I was young, we never had fights in hockey. But we also never had helmets or protective padding or shields on our skate blades or smooth ice. We used broken, splintered sticks and a brick for a puck and big, hard rocks for the posts. But we didn't have fights. We didn't *need* fights.
· Red Green

"We sleep soundly in our beds because rough men stand ready in the night to visit violence on those who would do us harm."
· George Orwell

“When the waterhole starts to dry up – the animals begin to look at 

one another differently.”
· old African proverb

“Socialism never took root in America because the poor see themselves not as exploited proletariat but as temporarily embarrassed millionaires.”
· John Steinbeck

“The test of our progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have much it is whether we provide enough for those who have little.”
· Franklin D. Roosevelt
“Stay in E-major and keep gliding on that oldtime rock and roll.”
· James Lee Burke

“The notion of speaking truth to power sounds courageous and bold. The problem is that power doesn’t care and isn’t listening.”

· Murray Dobbin

"A government that robs Peter to pay Paul can always depend on the support of Paul."
· George Bernard Shaw, Everybody's Political What's What? (1944) ch. 30
